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System to trace staff, equipment on trial

Celine Sun  
Aug 20, 2007 

| 

 
A tracking system that can locate staff in an office or trace medical equipment in a hospital is on trial 
in Hong Kong. 

The Productivity Council, which is running a pilot scheme at its Kowloon Tong office, said the system 
uses location-finding software and radio-frequency identification tags to find the exact position of an 
object on a Web browser in real time.  

 
Stephen Lee, a director with the council, said the Real 
Time Location System (RTLS) traced individual staff 
members in the 250,000 sq ft office, clearly showing if 
they were working in proper locations at the right time.  

"It allows us to locate the workers within seconds, 
which normally takes a few phone calls or a security 
guard to have a look," he said.  

Unlike the Global Positioning System, the new 
technology can only be used in a pre-confined area 
like a room, building or a park, but it is much cheaper 
and does not generate electromagnetic waves.  

June Lim - business development manager of 
SenseIQ, the US-based firm that launched the RTLS - said it was useful in hospitals, factories, 
theme parks and jewellery shops.  

"It can work perfectly in hospitals to trace expensive medical equipment or patients without 
interfering with any equipment," he said. "In theme parks, it can provide peace of mind for parents 
who want to know where their children are."  

Mr Lim said RTLS has been applied in different industries in the United States for a couple of years 
and the feedback was good.  

It costs from US$50,000 to US$2 million, but the price for the introductory-level applications in Hong 
Kong may be cheaper.  

The Productivity Council said it planned to promote the RTLS with the Hospital Authority, which 
intended to introduce similar location systems to monitor the use of medical equipment.  

RATE THIS 

STORY  AVERAGE (0 VOTES)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Related Stories

 

 Start-up sees 1,000 ‘brains’ on chip 
 Cisco sees growth as more hospitals go hi-

tech 
 Credit fears persist after Fed move 
 Big-cap shares lead relief rally 
 Federer takes 50th trophy 
 Loeb wins German Rally for sixth straight 

year 
 Aussie ace Evans storms to time-trial victory 

 Related Archives

 

 Bombings will prevent even greater 
catastrophe 
 Johan Cruyff makes big Derby strides 
 Gain discounts downgrade 
 Re-zoning scheme paves way for 70,000 flats 
 Just listen to what My Friends Say 
 Easy answers hard to find in complex world 
 Elite retreat keeps bosses on their toes 

Copyright © 2007 South China Morning Post Publishers Ltd. All rights reserved. SCMP Group  |   Privacy Policy  |   FAQs  |   Terms & Conditions  |   Reprint Permission  |   Contact Us   

Page 1 of 2SCMP.com - the online edition of South China Morning Post, Hong Kong's premier E...

08/20/200716:36:38http://www.scmp.com/portal/site/SCMP/menuitem.2af62ecb329d3d7733492...



Page 2 of 2SCMP.com - the online edition of South China Morning Post, Hong Kong's premier E...

08/20/200716:36:38http://www.scmp.com/portal/site/SCMP/menuitem.2af62ecb329d3d7733492...


